Dieulafoy's vascular malformation of the jejunum: first case report of laparoscopic treatment.
A case of Dieulafoy's vascular malformation of the jejunum treated by laparoscopic surgery is described. The patient was a 31-year-old-woman who had complained of melena and had severe anemia needing blood transfusion. Angiography revealed microaneurysms and hypervascularity of the jejunum in the area between the first and second jejunal arterial fields. Laparoscopic partial resection of the jejunum was performed. The resected specimen was histologically diagnosed as Dieulafoy's vascular malformation. Since the operation, the patient has been free of melena and anemia. Small-intestinal Dieulafoy's vascular malformation is rare, as only 41 cases have been reported during the past three decades. Almost two-thirds of the patients were under 40 years old. Most of the patients complained of melena. The lesion was preoperatively identified in 14 of the 41 patients, while angiography was useful to define the lesion. Thirty-six of 37 patients for whom treatment methods were reported were surgically treated. While there are various treatment methods for intestinal bleeding, a surgical operation is often needed. When the disease location is obvious, treatment with laparoscopic surgery can reliably produce good results, in terms of its rate of cure, minimal invasiveness, and better cosmetic effect.